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Letters to the Editor 
Bakersfield Californian 
P.O. Box 440 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
FAX: 661-395-7380 
editor@bakersfield.com
 
REF:  Editorial entitled “Hello! Records are 'confidential'”, published 

12/28/2007 
 
To the Editor: 
 
 As a health care professional I generally applaud your recent editorial 
concerning allegations that the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) may have been violated by residents 
with privileges at Kern Medical Center (as alleged by Dr. Nicole Sharkey). 
 
 I have alleged similar abuses by San Joaquin Community Hospital 
(operated by the Adventist Health System) and I presently have a civil action 
under review before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
 You may be interested to know that there have been only two (2) 
successful criminal prosecutions under HIPAA since its inception (Eric 
Drew a leukemia patient was the first). 
 
 In light of the non-existent enforcement of HIPAA, I have new 
concerns about the recent introduction of federal legislation by Senator 
Edward Kennedy (D-MASS) under Senate Bill 1693, The Wired for Health 
Care Quality Act, to create a national “big brother” data sharing network. 
 
 As I point out in my Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, there are almost no protections to prevent retaliatory actions 
against citizens with confidential patient information as the weapon. 
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 We need to set an example that the breach of patient confidential 
medical records will not be tolerated.  I suggest we start with the San 
Joaquin Community Hospital; after all, they would make a fine example as 
the evidentiary record is very well developed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Barb Clark 
www.BarbClark.org
 
Copies provided: 
 
 
Winston A. Wilkinson, Director  
Office for Civil Rights  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.  
Room 509F HHH Bldg.  
Washington, D.C. 20201 
FAX (202) 619-3437 and 619-1333 
 
Daniel Levinson, Principal Deputy 
Office of Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Ibid. 
FAX (202) 205-9758  
 
ATTN: Peer Review Committee 
Bakersfield Memorial Hospital  
420 34th Street 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
Fax: 661-327-8061 
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Caveat: under fair use doctrine I would like to post your editorial on my web site: 
The Permissions Group Inc. 
1247 Milwaukee Ave., Suite 303,  
Glenview, IL 60025 
847-635-6968 
 
500 radio, television stations and various newspapers 
 
KCHJ 5200 Standard St Bakersfield CA 93308 661-327-0797
KERN 1400 Easton Dr # 144 Bakersfield CA 93309 661-328-0190
KERO 321 21st St Bakersfield CA 93301 661-322-1701
KGET 2120 L St Bakersfield CA 93301 661-283-1855
KGET 2831 Eye St Bakersfield CA 93301 661-327-1994
KLLY 3651 Pegasus Dr # 107 Bakersfield CA 93308 661-393-1915
KMYX 4600 Ashe Rd # 313 Bakersfield CA 93313 661-837-1612
KSUX 3701 Pegasus Dr # 102 Bakersfield CA 93308 661-393-0286
National Security 
News  1100 Connecticut Ave NW # 1 Washington DC 20036  202466-4344 
NBC New Channel 400 N Capitol St NW # 850 Washington DC 20001  202783-3455 
NBC News 4001 Nebraska Ave NW Washington DC 20016  202362-2009 
NHK Japan Broadcast 2030 M St NW # 706 Washington DC 20036  202-828-4571 
Nippon Television  529 14th St NW # 1036 Washington DC 20045  20-2638-0308 
Orf-Austrian Radio  1206 Eton CT NW Washington DC 20007  202-822-9569 
Photo Desk-Washin. 1510 H St NW Washington DC 20005  202-371-8247 
Potomac News Svc 500 N Capitol St NW # 800 Washington DC 20001  202-783-1132 
Pr News Wire 601 13th St NW # 560s Washington DC 20005  202-347-6606 
Pro7 News 2030 M St NW # 604a Washington DC 20036  202-965-4371 
Q Radio 7 Dupont Cir NW Washington DC 20036  202-331-8586 
Radio Canada 529 14th St NW # 500 Washington DC 20045  202-783-9321 
Radio Free Asia 2025 M St NW Washington DC 20036  202-530-7794 
Recreation News 2262 Hall Pl NW # 401 Washington DC 20007  202-965-6964 
REIT Investor 601 Pennsylvania Ave NW  Washington DC 20004  202-393-0127 
Religion & Newsweek 1333 H St NW FL 6 Washington DC 20005  202-408-0608 
Religious News Svc 1101 Connecticut Ave NW Washington DC 20036  202-463-0033 
Reuters News Svc 1333 H St NW # 505 Washington DC 20005  202-898-8383 
Rmf Ltd 529 14th St NW Washington DC 20045  202-393-2511 
Shadow Broadcast  3201 New Mexico Ave NW  Washington DC 20016  202-244-9582 
Sic Television  1825 K St NW # 501 Washington DC 20006  202-887-0040 
Societe Radio Canada 529 14th St NW Washington DC 20045  202-383-2901 
Standard News 1301 Pennsylvania Ave Nw Washington DC 20004  202-737-3362 
Swiss Television Drs 2030 M St NW # 500 Washington DC 20036  202-293-7204 
Tribune Broadcasting  1325 G St NW # 200 Washington DC 20005  202-824-8333 
Turner Broadcasting  820 1st St NE Washington DC 20002  202-898-7923 
TV Asahi 529 14th St NW # 670 Washington DC 20045  202-347-6558 
Uni Vision 444 N Capitol St NW # 601g Washington DC 20001  202-737-6039 
United News & Info 529 14th St NW # 1057d Washington DC 20045  202-783-2048 
United Press Intl 1510 H St NW # 600 Washington DC 20005  202-371-1239 
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